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HEALTH Minister Nicola Roxon has dumped one of her new men's health ambassadors over his "abhorrent" views about homosexuals, but her other appointee is still railing that "extreme feminists" are on a witch hunt to get him.
Ms Roxon said today she took full responsiblity for failing to vet the candidates properly before they were appointed this week. 

Controversy has also erupted over appointment of Julia Gillard's partner Tim Mathieson to an unpaid role as one of her men's health ambassador. 

Warwick Marsh, who co-authored a paper that suggested gay men were more likely to be child molesters than heterosexuals, has been removed from the position today, after he told The Australian Online yesterday that lesbians were often sexually abused women rebelling against a "gender wound". 

"They're rebelling. They actually end up hating the gender that's hurt them," he said. 

"Ultimately the really sad thing is...have you talked to people with AIDS? I don't like to see people get AIDS and get abused and a trail of destruction. The bottoml ine is there's heightened levels of drug abuse and suicide.

"(But) If you are asking me if I hate homosexuals I just think that's ridiculous."

Ms Roxon said today Mr Marsh has not repudiated ``extremely offensive'' statements he had made, including in a document on gender. 

``This makes his position as an ambassador untenable and I have made a decision to dismiss him from this role,'' she said in a statement. 

"I take full responsibility for this setback in the policy development and engagement process.

"But I remain firmly of the view that to reach men that feel disfranchised, disengaged - and often at high risk - we will need to continue to be prepared to involve men with varying views and experiences. This is an attempt to consult with men beyond health professionals and academics." 
But another ambassador, Lone Fathers Association head Barry Williams, said he was not homophobic. 

``I don't endorse that gay people would be child molesters,'' he told ABC Radio. 

Mr Williams described the allegations as a witch hunt, saying the criticism had come from the media or ``extreme feminists''. 

Men's health ambassadors linked to anti-gay publication

The Australian - By Siobhain Ryan - November 27, 2008 07:38am

http://www.news.com.au/story/0,27574,24712464-2,00.html
LABOR has been forced to question two of its newly appointed men's health ambassadors after they were linked to an anti-gay publication.

Just a day after being announced among the six ambassadors for men's health the Government now faces calls to dump Lone Fathers Association president Barry Williams and Fatherhood Foundation president Warwick Marsh.

Health Minister Nicola Roxon has already been forced to defend her appointment of Deputy Prime Minister Julia Gillard's partner, hairdresser Tim Mathieson, as one of the honorary ambassadors for the neglected area of men's health amid Opposition charges of nepotism. 

Yesterday, her office issued a "please explain" to Mr Marsh and Mr Williams to ascertain what role they played in a controversial Gender Matters publication, launched last year at Parliament House, The Australian reports.

Their names are listed among 34 authors and contributors to a document that labels homosexuality a "pathology" and blames "radical feminist-led attempts to enforce social androgyny" for harm to boys and young men. 

"Gender disorientation pathology is a symptom of family dysfunction, personality disorder, father absence, health malfunction or sexual abuse," said the document, published by the Fatherhood Foundation. 

Ms Roxon said the comments about homosexuality in the document were "unacceptable and repugnant". 

"I firmly disagree with the views expressed ... I regard this as a serious matter and will consider closely the responses I receive," she said. 

Mr Williams said yesterday he did not pen any of the offending comments and denied any bias on his part against gays or women. 

"Some of my best friends are gay people," he said. 

"If I'm still an ambassador, I'll work with dark people, foreign people, gay people and everyone, that's my motto."

Eva Cox, chair of the Women's Electoral Lobby's national co-ordinating committee, said the Government had "stuffed it" when selecting the pair, and must try again. 

"I think she's probably had bad advice. (Mr Williams and Mr Marsh) were very popular with the last government and I think maybe she doesn't realise how toxic that kind of appointment would be," she said. 
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FEDERAL Health Minister Nicola Roxon is considering dumping two of her "men's health ambassadors" after they were linked to an alleged anti-gay document.
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NICOLA Roxon has been embarrassed by the revelation that two men she appointed as health ambassadors put their names to a publication saying homosexuality is a mental disorder and gay people are more likely to take drugs and molest children.

