CHRISTIAN MEDIA ALERT
5 December 2007 

Launch of the 2009 Parliament of the World’s Religions: Why Christians need to be involved in interfaith activity 
Two hundred religious and spiritual leaders unite to launch world’s largest multicultural event 


INTRO 
A big topic of discussion for Christian Radio is the growing interfaith movement in Australia and why evangelical Christians need to be involved in interfaith activities. 

BACKGROUND 

The Parliament of the World’s Religions is an international event, held every five years in a different city. It is a seven-day forum led by religious and spiritual leaders that discuss the future of multifaith and multicultural relations. Melbourne beat Delhi and Singapore to host the 2009 event (3 – 9 December). Some 10,000 international visitors of different faiths, from some 80 countries are expected to attend, as well as  5,000 Australians, making it the largest event of its kind in world history. 

The launch on Thursday 6 December at Federation Square in Melbourne will be the official announcement that Melbourne will be hosting the 2009 Parliament of the World’s Religions. It will also signify that registrations for participants around the globe are now open. 

Some 200 religious and spiritual leaders will stand side-by-side at the launch, from Christian bishops to Muslim imams, Jewish rabbis, Hindu priests, Buddhist teachers and more. Many of the guests will be in colourful ceremonial dress. Speeches and performances will also be made (see below) – children’s choir, first registration and signing of the PWR flag. 

A radio news grab from World Vision CEO and PWR Patron, Tim Costello, will be available from Media Game (www.mediagame.com.au) from 7am tomorrow (6 Dec). 

RADIO INTERVIEWS 

Respected and well-known Christian theologian, speaker and author of more than a dozen Christian books, Rev Dr Rowland Croucher is the director of John Mark Ministries and believes strongly that interfaith activities are something that ‘real’ Christians need to be involved in. 
Many honest evangelical Christians are simply fearful of the term 'interfaith' and fear that it involves giving up too much i.e. 'selling out' their own beliefs or 'bowing down' to other gods. 

Rowland can talk about the Biblical foundations of dialogue with people of different backgrounds, and can speak about the benefits to individual Christians of talking to others about their faith and seeking to understand what other people believe. 

Rowland can also respond to listener talk-back phone calls. 
  
Suggested discussions with Rowland 
- Why are ordinary Christians fearful of the idea of interfaith? 
- What should interfaith involve? 
- Why should Christians be involved? 
- How would Jesus treat a Buddhist or a Hindu if he lived in 21st Century Australia? 
- What would Jesus say to a Muslim or a Jew living in 21st Century Australia? 
- What is each of your perspective on what it means to live harmoniously? 
- How can sharing one’s faith with someone ‘of difference’ help refine and define their own faith? 
- Recent Census data shows Australian are becoming more religious but religious in a different way? What are the implications for Christians?   
- How do people of other faiths living in Australia perceive evangelical Christians?  Is this a graceful / loving? 
- What type of programs are currently running in Australia to promote interfaith dialogue? 
About Rowland Croucher 

Rev Dr Rowland Croucher is a well-known theologian, international speaker, best-selling author  and director of John Mark Ministries. A Christian counselor and former Baptist pastor (of the biggest church in Melbourne - Crossway), Rowland  has been preaching for more than 50 years age 13, and has spoken to Christians from most denominations in 37 countries. 

With more than a dozen Christian books in print, Rowland's publications include 'Still Waters Deep Waters' (Albatross/Lion);  'A Garden of Solitude' (Albatross/Lion); 'Á Hungry Mind' (MARC Europe);  'Recent Trends Among Evangelicals' (John Mark Ministries); 'Sunrise Sunset' (HarperCollins); 
After leading churches in Australia, British Columbia, Canada, and pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree at Fuller Seminary in Pasadena (USA) he began a ministry-at-large with pastors and churches in Australia and in many other countries.  He is currently Director of John Mark Ministries. 
Interviews can be organised anytime today, tomorrow or Friday. 

  Please contact Dean Troth at Red Agency on 0432 267 184 or 03 9670 8350 if you would like to interview Rowland Croucher. 
www.parliamentofreligions2009.org 
